
 

 

Techniques Lesson Four 

Transparency Wash and Shapes 

IMPORTANT 

The most important part of this technique is to use highly transparent paints and a lot of water 

to keep the paint open and ‘flowy’.  Some of the best colors for this technique are any of the 

Quinachridone shades, any of the Phthalo’s, any of the paints with the word ‘Hue” listed in the 

title, and Dioxazine Purple. You can always experiment on a piece of sketch paper first to see 

how transparent the color is before you go to your canvas. 

 

For the Wash 

 

 Create a background wash using 2-3 highly transparent colors that go well with one 
another. 
 

 Keep the canvas and paint wet during the wash process by spraying with water from 
your spray bottle and before applying alcohol. 
 

 Place a small amount of rubbing alcohol in to a paper cup. 
 

 Use the bristle end of a brush to dip into the alcohol and splatter on to the canvas, have 
some paper towel handy to blot off excess drips and runs. 



 Mix a small amount of paint into a small amount of alcohol at about a 1:3 ratio and dip 
your brush into it.  Splatter over the canvas and blot off the excess. 
 

 Allow the wash to dry before sketching your image onto it. 
 
 

For the Shapes 

 

 Use charcoal to loosely sketch various, overlapping geometric shapes onto the canvas. 
 

 Use the same colors as you used for your wash to begin outlining the shapes, keep the 
paints wet and occasionally blot the outlines with a baby wipe or paper towel to keep 
them from becoming too solid. 
 

 Begin filling in the shapes by using thin layers of paint, continue blending with a paper 
towel to allow some paint to be removed so that the back ground still shows through. 
 

 Make sure to integrate the background colors into the shapes and the color of the 
shapes into the background. 
 

 Practice highlighting some of the shapes to bring them forward and deepening others to 
send them into the background. 
 

 Develop and practice this technique as much as you like until you are comfortable with 
the methods. 

 


